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could own property, whether in houses or slaves, and
could personally plead in the courts. Votaresses or
vestals enjoyed unusual privileges. Religious prostitutes
were a prominent feature of the Babylonian religion.
The long robe was in fashion. The Sumerians cut
their hair while the Semites grew their hair and beard.
Babylonians were greatly litigious. Sale or lease
of land and other items of property were the main
causes of litigation. Deeds were always drawn up in
the valid legal form and were attested duly by witnesses
and ultimately impressed with the respective seals of
the parties or, in their absence, with their nail marks.
Cylinder-seals were rolled over the clay tablets. They
were made of various metals and stones. They always
bore some mythological scenes or figures and were
the very triumphs of the glyptic art. Some seals were
received from the Indus valley also as those bearing
the figure of an elephant prove. Bull was sacred.
No description of the culture of Babylonia can be
complete without a reference to the tombs of Ur. The
excavated tombs have disclosed startling facts of life
and death. In this regard the eRoyal Cemetery*
with its fabulous treasures of gold and human victims
of sacrifice may be alluded to. Like the Egyptians,
the early Sumerians provided their dead with every
earthly necessity, from food and drink to chariots,
thrones and instruments of music. The material
excavated from some 2,000 graves discloses the extra-
ordinary culture of the early dynastic period of Ur
wherein splendid metal-work figured to a great extent.
Oppressive was the look of the 'death-pits' which con-
tained numerous skeletons of man-servants and maid-
servants who had been, made to accompany their masters
and mistresses in death as they had done in life.
From the graves were obtained "gold bandlets for
the forehead, bracelets and big earrings of gold, silver
or copper, necklaces of gold, silver, cornelian and